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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION
Women's Education is one of the most neglected areas of educational planning and practice in Pakistan. At a quantitative level very little is being done especially to improve the extent of education amongst the Pakistani women who lag far behind men, both in levels of literacy and of formal education, at all stages of schooling primary, secondary, professional and higher. Qualitatively Muslim women have been forced to undergo education tailored predominantly to the needs of men, and male-dominated sectors of the economy and society. The issue of the specific educational needs of Muslim women and development of facilities to prepare them for their proper role in an Islamic society have not been seriously addressed to at any level of policy making in the country. The demand for women's university is an index of the students' awareness of the issue: the way this demand has been ignored even after its acceptance by the President and the Federal Cabinet, (as far back as February 1979), is symbolic of the apathy of the educational bureaucracy of the country.
Institute of Policy Studies has taken keen interest in promoting the cause of women's education in general and of women's university in particular. The issue has been discussed



by us at the top-most levels, yet- in spite of verbal support and theoretical agreement, very little real progress has been made in this direction. In our discussions and memoranda, we have suggested that although we are opposed to the concept of co-education on ideological-cum-moral as well as pragmatic considerations, our present emphasis on women's university is based on the following grounds.
i'irstly, we are a Muslim society and our Stat£ is committed to move in the direction of a truly Islamic State. A Muslim society is a Shari'all-bused society and the Shari'ah is very explicit about the role of women in society and of the society's obligation to provide appropriate education to the Muslim women. Women's university is needed to develop and impart educational programmes in keeping with the needs of the Muslim women of Pakistan. Its function would not be confined to simply imparting to Muslim women the same education which is being doled out to them under the present co-educational system. This university would be charged with making a serious effort to develop educational programmes suited to the needs of the Muslim women. This thing can never be achieved in a co-educational system.
Secondly, thousands of Muslim girls have to discontinue their education at the post-graduate level because they and their parents do not want them to go to mixed education in the universities. This denial of education to girls and families committed to Islamic values is an act of gross injustice. It also gives the Westernized minority within the country an edge over other members of the society and results in a distortion of value-perspectives in the country. Establishment of women's university can rectify this situation.
Thirdly, the present system of education is responsible, not only for denying education to a large number of girls eager to seek further education, those who are constrained to avail from its facilities are subjected to what cannot but be



described as niis-education and an environment prejudicial to their proper development. That is why even after being decorated with degrees they find the education, they have acquired, of little use in their real life struggle. This constitutes a sheer waste of precious national resources, material as well as human. Women's university would be able to address itself to this problem and seek its solution over the years. Without that even a beginning cannot be made in this direction.
l'onrthly, there is no doubt that the majority of girl students and a vast majority of people in general are demanding separate universities and institutes of higher education for women. Even on the basis of respect for the democratic aspirations of the people, establishment of such universities for the women of Pakistan is an imperative.
i'inally, it must be made very clear that any attempt to simply upgrade colleges of Home Economics, by adding to them certain departments geared to produce 'woman work force', would be a callous parody of the idea of women's university. There is no harm in evolving a phased programme for the establishment of women's universities, starting with women's campuses, using the best and largest women's colleges as bases for this purpose, affiliation and upgrading of other women's colleges to provide post-graduate education in specific subjects and gradually strengthening the women's university to become completely independent. Unless all these elements are integral part of the scheme, it would not be able to serve the purpose in view.
It may also be submitted that the lame excuse of nonavailability of women teachers, must not be given any credence. First of all, there is ample evidence to show that enough women teachers are available in the country. Secondly, as all know, demand creates its own supply. Once we move in this direction even if there are some shortages they would be met. After all, when Pakistan was established we had only

two universities and not enough staff to meet even the minimum needs. But the gaps were filled and new resources generated. This is the way all new ventures are launched, if we wait for the ideal conditions, they would never be created. It is during the process that shortages are taken care of. if we adopt this realistic approach in all fields of human effort, why should the women's education be an exception?
With these words I take great pleasure and pride in introducing the latest study produced at the Institute of Policy Studies Muslim Women and Higher Education by Dr. Anis Ahmad and Professor Muslim Sajjad. This study is divided in two parts and also contains an appendix. The first part presents the case for separate institutes of Higher Education for Muslim women in a systematic and rigorous way. It draws upon both the traditions of knowledge, Western and Islamic. Drawing upon the Western experience, Dr. Anis Ahmad demonstrates unequivocally that co-education has not been as successful, even in the West, as some of its supporters try to suggest. He has discussed three models: the Israeli Kibbutz, the Chinese educational system and the model of co-education in the U.S. educational system, general as well as professional. He has shown with incontrovertible evidence, culled out from the Western sources, that the experiment has failed even in the Western society and that strong voices of anguish are being articulated even in the United States lamenting that "the demise of women's colleges has negative implications not not only only for professional women's occupational opportunities but for women students educational development”, (Kilson, Marion, "The Status of Women in Higher Education" in Sign: The Journal of It 'omen in Culture and Society, Summer 1976, Vol. 1, No. 4, p 936). Dr. Anis Ahmad has also analysed the educational scenario of Pakistan and shown how the women suffer under the present arrangement. He has been able to build a formidable case for separate education for Pakistani women and 1 hope the educational planners of Pakistan shall seriously reflect upon this


The second part of this study presents a brief work plan for a women's university. An earlier draft of this work plan was circulated to a limited number of people, including the top decision-makers in the country. In its present form, this work plan becomes useful conclusion to the present study. An earlier note by Dr. Anis Ahmad on the concept of equality of sexes in Islam is given as an appendix. I am sure in its present form, this study would be extremely helpful in convincing those who are still sitting on the fence and have not lent their support to the national movement for better and separate facilities of higher education for Muslim women in Pakistan and the Muslim World.
This study has been produced by the educational group, working with the IPS, and 1 take this opportunity to thank all those brothers and colleagues who have participated in this process, which was initiated by my young colleague Abdul Malik Mujahid and is being piloted by Professor Muslim Sajjad. My thanks are also due to brothers Khalid Rahman, Rao M. Akhtar, and Zafar Mahmood for seeing this through all stages of preparation and publication.
KHURSHID AHMAD Chairman
Institute of Policy Studies,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Islamabad 9th June, 1982.
